GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
France and Britain, and poured contempt alike upon
their civilisation and their armaments. To defeat
them would be easy, and to appropriate their posses-
sions delightful. * France must be so completely
crushed that she can never again come across our
path/
Coupled with this glorification of war and this
incitement to plunder, there was an advocacy of
rathlessness in die conduct of war which marked the
depth of barbarism whereto  Germany had been
sunk by the leaden heel of Prussianism.   Clausewitz
had set the tone early in the nineteenth century, in
his text-book Vom Kriege, when he said that a con-
quered people should be left widi nothing except
their eyes wherewith to weep.    Before the end of
the century a chorus of merciless militants were
descanting on the theme.    A good representative
of the unholy fraternity is General Julius von Hart-
mann, who in 1877-78 contributed a series of articles
to the Deutsche Rundschau, entitled Milit'drisdie Not-
wendigkeit und Humanitat.    They mark a complete
reversion to the morals and the mentality of the
caveman.   For instance:
It is a gratuitous illusion to suppose that modern
war does not demand far more brutality, far more
violence, than was formerly the case. . . . The enemy
state must not be spared the want and wretchedness of
war. These are particularly useful in shattering its
energy and subduing its will.
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